
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Dear Families,  
 
It has been fantastic to see so many families involved in our school community already this year. The Opening 
School Year Mass, Parent Teacher Meetings and Parent Literacy Information evening held at school have all 
been well attended. These events allow all of us to make new acquaintances and to re-connect with others. 
Parent involvement plays a vital role in the success of any school, and we are blessed, as a school, to have 
such a vibrant and supportive parent community helping us all to live, learn and thrive. 

Next Wednesday, 18th March, we celebrate Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of the Catholic 
Church’s season of Lent, the six weeks of penitence before Easter. Parents are most welcome to attend our 
Whole School Prayer at 2.45pm, where the blessed Ashes will be distributed to all.  
 
PROJECT COMPASSION  
During the Lenten season, St. Thomas More Catholic Primary School will be 
supporting Caritas’ Project Compassion initiative. This is Caritas Australia’s annual 
fundraising and awareness raising appeal, bringing thousands of Australians in 
solidarity with the world's poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold 
dignity. It runs throughout the six weeks of Lent each year. Project Compassion 
is an extraordinary, ongoing demonstration of the faith, love and generosity of 
caring supporters, all in the name of justice and peace. The theme of Project 
Compassion for 2026 is “Unite Against Poverty”  

Next week each family will receive a Project Compassion money collection box to 
be used to collect money during Lent. We ask that this money box and its 
contents be returned to school in the last week of the term so that all collected 
funds can be passed on to Caritas Australia to support their crucial work. To assist 
with our school fundraising effort for Project Compassion, we are hosting two 
fundraising events during Lent. On Friday 27th February the students are 
encouraged to wear “Crazy Socks” to school and on Friday 13th March the 
students will have a casual clothes day and participate in Ks for Caritas during the 
school day. On each of these days the students are encouraged to bring along a 
gold coin donation which will be passed on to Caritas Australia.  

ZOOPER DOOPERS 
Zooper Doopers will be available for purchase each Friday for Term 1. If a child would like a Zooper Dooper 
they are asked to bring $1 to school on Friday. All funds raised will be passed on to Caritas Australia.  
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STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT – FLARE LITERACY STRATEGY 
Next Monday, 16th February is a school closure day as our staff are 
undertaking their third day of professional learning with the FLARE Literacy 
Strategy. Our school has joined all Catholic Primary Schools across the 
Ballarat Diocese in looking into literacy practices and approaches that best 
support the growth of our students. The DOBCEL Flare Literacy Strategy has been implemented in Ballarat 
and is an approach to literacy instruction that applies a systematic, cumulative, explicit and diagnostic 
methodology to teaching phonology (the system of sounds within our language), sound-symbol 
relationships, syllables, morphology (the study of words and their parts), syntax (the arrangement of words 
within sentences) and semantics (the study of meaning in language) from Foundation to Year 6. 
 
PARISH RECONCILIATION SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation Parent Information meetings will be held tomorrow: 
the first meeting will be held here at St Thomas More School, Thursday 12th February 
at 9am and repeated later in the day at St Patrick’s Cathedral, in the Glowery/ 
MacKillop Rooms at 5.30pm. In the Ballarat diocese, children who are: in Year 4 and 
above, are baptised Catholic and have completed the Sacrament of Confirmation, are 
eligible to participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If you have any questions, 
please refer them to Mr Tony Beggs at the Cathedral Office on 53312933 from 
Tuesday to Friday weekly, between 10:00am - 3:00pm. Tony can also be contacted by email: 
ballarat@ballarat.catholic.org.au. To enrol your child in the program please click the following link: 
https://forms.gle/zYqiR5qXuBof6TcV6 
 
PARENT HELPERS NEEDED FOR SHROVE TUESDAY (PANCAKE TUESDAY) 
We are looking for about 10 parent helpers to assist with preparing and serving pancakes for 
all the students in the school on Tuesday 17th February between 9.30 – 11am. If you can 
help, please contact Amy Donald (P&F coordinator) on adonald1905@gmail.com 
 
SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
The St Thomas More School Catholic Primary School Advisory Council (SAC) meets throughout the school 
year. “The SAC is the leading advisory group for the Principal and acts as an active forum for parent and 
community participation, providing support and advice in strategic planning, school improvement, 
educational outcomes and stewardship of resources”. (Diocese of Ballarat Catholic Education Limited -
DOBCEL). The 2026 SAC is made up of the following members: Parish Priest–Fr. Ed Maloney, Principal: Simon 
Duffy, Deputy Principal: Trish Caldow, Religious Education Leader: Dympna Turner and parent 
representatives: Jeevan Pinto, Jessica Sewell, Ben Wilkie and Peta Maskell. I would like to thank the SAC 
members for the fantastic work that they do in guiding and assisting our St. Thomas More Catholic Primary 
School community. The next SAC meeting is on Tuesday 17th February at 5pm. 
 
FOUNDATION (PREP) 2027 
All Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools have begun the 2027 Foundation (Prep) enrolment process. Please see 
details attached below regarding this process. Please note that current families will also need to complete 
the enrolment process, even if they have siblings currently attending the school. 
 
WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Workplace safety is everybody’s responsibility. We have a Work Health and Safety team that meet regularly. 
If you have any school health or safety concerns that you would like to raise with the committee, please 
contact either Mrs. Olivia Burge, our school’s Compliance Officer, or myself. 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/zYqiR5qXuBof6TcV6
mailto:adonald1905@gmail.com


 

 
 
FAMILY ASSISTANCE SCHEME, CAMP, SPORT AND EXCURSION FUND (CSEF) REBATES AND SCHOOL SAVER 
BONUS 2026 
For those families who are current holders of a valid Health Care Card there are three rebates available to 
assist families with school fees. The Family Fee Assistance Scheme is offered by the Diocese of Ballarat, the 
Camps, Sports and Excursion Funds (CSEF) rebate is offered by the State Government along with the School 
Saver Bonus. Families who are eligible are asked to complete the attached forms, accompanied by a copy of 
their current Health Care Card and return them to the school office before the end of Term 1. The application 
forms are available from the office and are also attached to the end of today’s newsletter for your 
convenience. 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Funds (CSEF) form can be accessed via this link: CSEF Application Form 

 
School TV: FRIENDSHIP & BELONGING 
Here is the link to the Friendship & Belonging: Friendship & Belonging 
‘Learning how to make new friends and keep them involves a number of 
skills every young person needs to understand and develop. For some 
these skills will come very naturally, allowing them to easily move 
between different friendship groups, sharing their experiences and 
opening up to new people. For others, this can be much harder to 
navigate. Belonging to a group that is like-minded with similar interests is highly beneficial to a young 
person’s wellbeing. It gives them a sense of security, helping them feel valued which in turn builds their 
confidence. 
Positive friendships are an important part of the journey to adulthood. Adult carers can support their child 
or teenager by providing guidance in the many social and emotional skills required for a healthy relationship. 
This will help them to obtain, retain and maintain friendships. However, not all friendships are regarded as 
positive. Sometimes young people develop negative or toxic friendships. Therefore, it is also important for 
them to learn how to identify, avoid or deal with such a friendship. 
 
May God bless you all and keep you safe, 

 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Simon Duffy, 
Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/csef-application-form-2879
https://stmalfredton.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/friendship-belonging


 

 
 

Term 1 Calendar, 2026 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3 
Feb 

9 
Parent/Teacher meeting 

3.30 – 6pm 
  

10 
Parent/Teacher meeting 

3.30 – 6pm 
  

11 
 

Foundation rest day  

12 
Assembly @ 2:55pm 

presented by 5/6 Dodd 
 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 

Parent Meeting 9am at 
STMCPS 

  

13 
 
  

4 
Feb 

16 
School closure Day - 

Staff Literacy training  

17 
Shrove Tuesday 
 
School Advisory Council 
(SAC) Meeting 5:00pm  

18 
Ash Wednesday 

 
Foundation rest day 

 
Whole School Prayer -led 
by 5/6 Davis @ 2:45pm 

  

19 
Swimming – Eureka 

Division 
 

 

20 
  

5 
Feb 

23 
Year 5/6 Camp 
Cave Hill Creek  

24 
Year 5/6 Camp 
Cave Hill Creek 

25 
 

Foundation rest day 

26 
Assembly @ 2:55pm 

presented by 1/2 Stacey  

27  
Students wear ‘Crazy 

Socks’ as a Caritas 
fundraiser 

-gold coin donation 
  

6 
March 

2 
 

3 4 
Foundation rest day 

 

5 
Whole School Prayer @ 

2:55pm led by 
3/4 Woodhart 

6 
School Closure Day - 

Staff Cultural Awareness 
Day 

 

7 
March 

9 
Public Holiday 
-Labour Day 

10 
  

11 
NAPLAN testing 

  

12 
NAPLAN testing 

 
Assembly @ 2:55pm 

presented by 1/2 Allan 
  

13 
NAPLAN testing. 

 
K’s for Caritas as a 

fundraiser -  
gold coin donation 

  
8 

March 

16 
NAPLAN testing  

17 
NAPLAN testing 

 
  

18 
 

Foundation 2027 
Parent Information 

session 9.15am- 10.15am  

19 
Whole School Prayer @ 

2:55pm led by  
1/2 Edmends 

 
Foundation 2027 

Parent Information session 
9.15am- 10.15am 

  

20  

9 

March 

23  24 
Foundation 2027 

Parent Information 
session 9.15am- 10.15am  

25  
School Photos 

 
Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 5.30pm at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral 

  

26 
Assembly @ 2:55pm 

presented by 
 3/4 Hawkes/DeBono  

27  

10 30 
 

 

31 
 

Easter Raffle: 
 drawn @ 2.50pm 

 

1 
 

Stations of the Cross: 
Whole School Prayer @ 
2:30pm led by 5/6 Baker 

 

2 
Last day of Term 1 

1.45pm finish 
 

3 
Good Friday  

-Public holiday 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICE 

 


