
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Dear Families,  
 
As a school we celebrate the Feast Day of our school’s patron saint, St Thomas More, on 
Friday 20th June. Our patron saint’s actions remind us that we must stand up to others 
when faced with injustice, discrimination and inequity, even if it may cause us to be 
challenged or questioned. Each day, as a school community, we are called to live out our 
school motto; “With God First, We Will Live, Learn and Thrive”. On Friday 20th June we 
will be celebrating the Feast Day with a whole school Mass led by Father Ed at 9.15am. 
There will also be a student “St Thomas More’s Got Talent Show” at 12.30pm. Parents are 
most welcome to attend either or both events.  

 
YEAR 5/6 CAMP 
Over the past two days our senior students have been enjoying their overnight stay at Lake Dewar Discovery 
Camp. The students have been involved in an exciting variety of outdoor education activities. A “huge thank 
you” to all the staff from St Thomas More and Lake Dewar for coordinating and running this excellent camp.  
 

YEARS 5/6 CAMP AT  
LAKE DEWAR, MYRNIONG 

 
 
FULLNESS OF LIFE FOR ALL  
The area of Relationships and Sexuality Education will be covered at school early next 
term. The Diocese of Ballarat Catholic Education Limited (DOBCEL) has developed a 
curriculum scope and sequence that sets out what is to be taught in primary schools 
from Foundation to Year 6. The document, titled “Fullness of Life for All”, will be used 
by our staff, to develop learning for our students in covering the My Body and Life Cycles 
themes. To honour the partnership of families and the school working together in this 
important area, there is a parent information session organised for Monday 30th June 
at 2.30pm – 3.15pm. To register your intention to attend this session please use the 
following link: https://forms.gle/B5YtKsUsgHi8Umbs5  
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SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  
The preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation will commence next 
term. The sacrament of Confirmation is open to children who have been 
baptised in the Catholic faith and are in Year 3 and above.  Parents who 
would like their child to undertake this sacrament are asked to attend 
one of the parent information sessions being held on Tuesday 22nd July 
at 9am at St Thomas More Catholic Primary School or on Thursday 24th 
July at 5.30pm at the Glowrey Room at the St Patrick’s Cathedral. 
Parents also need to complete the attached form https://forms.gle/McZGsFzcQiJtmLcTA 

 
INFORM AND EMPOWER 
We are thrilled to announce that next term we will be running a parent information 
session about “Raising Kids in a Digital World” on Wednesday 2nd July at 6:30pm till 
8:00pm. We are very fortunate to secure the founders of the Inform and Empower 
company to facilitate this session. This is a unique session in which you will hear from 
both the expertise of an experienced primary school cyber safety educator (Marty) 
combined with the insights of a psychologist and mum (Carley). We strongly 
encourage at least one member of each family to attend. If required, staff will 
provide supervision for children so that parents can attend.  
To register your attendance please click the 

https://bit.ly/StThomasMoreAlfredton 
Below is a short video summary of what the session will be about.  

https://vimeo.com/1034366431?share=copy#t=0 
 
SEMESTER 1 STUDENT REPORTS  
Our teachers are currently in the process of writing student reports for Semester One. Your child’s school report 
will be available on the Parent Access Module (PAM) on Wednesday 2nd July from 2:00pm. If you need any 
assistance accessing this, please contact the front office. I encourage you to take the time to discuss the 
academic report and Seesaw posts with your child/ren, as it is most beneficial for students to reflect on their 
learning and identify areas for future focus. If you have any questions about your child’s report, please contact 
your child’s classroom teacher.  
 
STAFFING UPDATE 
In Semester Two, Mrs Sue Larkin will be taking well deserved Long Service Leave for the remainder of the 
school year. I’m pleased to announce that the Mrs Elizabeth Jerram will be joining our staff. Elizabeth is an 
experienced Preforming Arts teacher with many years of experience working across catholic primary schools. 
Elizabeth will work on Tuesday and Wednesday teaching Preforming Arts. Ms Tayla Hobbs will be returning 
from maternity leave and will be teaching Preforming Arts on Thursday and will be the classroom teacher in 
Room 18 on Fridays. 
 
SECONDMENT 
As previously shared with the school community I will soon be undertaking an 8-week secondment role at the 
Catholic Education Office in Ballarat as a Principal Consultant. During this time Mrs. Trish Caldow will be the 
Acting Principal. I will be returning to St Thomas More at the beginning of Week 5 (Monday 18th August) in 
Term 3. I would like to thank Trish for taking on this role in my absence. 

 
END OF TERM 2 – START OF TERM 3 
Our last day of school for this term is this Friday 4th July and classes cease at 1.45pm at which time students 
will be dismissed. School will reopen for students for Term 3 on Monday 21st July at 8.30 am.  

 
 

https://forms.gle/McZGsFzcQiJtmLcTA
https://bit.ly/StThomasMoreAlfredton
https://vimeo.com/1034366431?share=copy#t=0


 

 
 

INTER-SCHOOL WINTER SPORTS COMPETITIONS – SOCCER and NETBALL 
Congratulations to all the senior students who recently represented the school so well in both soccer and 
netball. Our teams positively encouraged each other and showed excellent sporting spirit throughout both 
days. The boy’s netball team won the championship and will now progress to participate in the Greater 
Western Region Netball Competition on Friday 20th June. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

School TV: Update Week 8, 2025: RESILIENCE 
Here is the link to the Resilience: Resilience 
Resilience is one of those skills that all kids need and should have. It refers 
to their ability to cope and adapt in situations when confronted with 
challenges such as adversity, trauma, tragedy or even stress. It is essential 
to their mental health and wellbeing as part of their journey to adulthood. 
It is a skill that can be learned from an early age through the support of an 
adult role model. 
However, being resilient does not mean your child won't experience any difficulties, but it will better equip 
them to manage those situations. Overprotective parenting can be viewed as being unhelpful towards the 
building of resilience. Although this may be a natural instinct, potentially experiencing failure is all part of the 
process. Encouraging children to take healthy risks will help them trust their capacity to deal with 
uncomfortable situations and increase their capacity for courage. 
In this edition of SchoolTV, parents will gain an understanding of how to support their child’s brave behaviour 
to help them adapt and build resilience. 
We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition of SchoolTV and we always 
welcome your feedback. If you have any concerns about your child, please contact the school counsellor for 
further information or seek medical or professional help.’ (School TV, 2025)  

 
May God bless you all and keep you safe,  

 
 
 

Mr Simon Duffy 
Principal 

 

 

https://stmalfredton.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/resilience


 

 

Term 2 Calendar  
Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8 

June 

9 
King’s 

Birthday 
Public Holiday 

10 
Year 5/6 Camp 

 

11 
Year 5/6 Camp 

 
 

12 
Assembly @ 2:55pm 

presented by  
Foundation Cudia 

 

13 
 

Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport 
against Emmaus PS 

9 

June 

16 
  

17 
 

18 
Greater Western Region 

Soccer Competition 

19 
 

20 
Mass celebrating  

St Thomas More Feast 
Day @ 9.15am  

and 
Talent Show @ 12.30pm 

 
Greater Western Region 

Netball Competition 
 

10 

June 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Greater Western Region 

Football Competition 

26 
Assembly @ 2:55pm 

presented by 1/2 Harris 
 

27 
 

11 

June/July 

30 
Fullness of Life Parent 

Information session @ 
2:30pm 

1 
 

2 
Semester One Student 

Reports available. 
 

Inform and Empower 
Parent Session @ 

7:00pm 
 

3 
Whole School Prayer @ 

2:55pm led by 
Foundation Gannon 

 

4 
Casual Clothes Day 

-no donation required 
 

Last Day of Term 2 
1.45pm finish 

 

 
Please see the following page for a brief outline of the major activities planned for Term 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Term 3 Calendar, 2025 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
1 

July 

21 
 

22 
Parent Confirmation info 

sessions: 
9am at STMCPS 

5:30pm at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral 

 

23 24 
 

Whole School Prayer @ 
2:55pm 

25 
 

 

2 

July 

28 
 

29 
 

 

30 
 
 

 

31 
 

Assembly @ 2:55pm 
 

 

3 

July 

4 
  

5 
 

6 
 

 

7 
 

Whole School Prayer@ 
2:55pm 

 

8 
Foundation 100 days 

4 

Aug 

11 
 

12 
LSO Appreciation Day 

13 
 

14 
Assembly @ 2:55pm 

 

15 
Catholic School Athletics 

 

5 

Aug 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

 

21 
Whole School Prayer@ 

2:55pm 
 

22 
Yr 5/6 Interschool 
Basketball 
 
 

Swimming Program 
3/4Hawkes/Larkin, 1/2Hammill, Foundation Edwards, 1/2Stacey, Foundation Cudia, 

1/2Turkenburg/Blachon  
 

6 

Aug 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

 

28 
Assembly @ 2:55pm 

 
 

29 
Yr 5/6 interschool sport 
Year 1/2 Mass 9.15am 

Swimming Program 
Foundation Gannon, 1/2Harris, 1/2Calleija, 5/6Dodd, 3/4Hare, 5/6Smith 

 
7 

Sept 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

 

4 
Father’s Day stall 

 
Whole School Prayer@ 

2:55pm 
 

5 
Father’s Day breakfast - 

 
 

Swimming Program 
3/4Calleija, 5/6Davis, 3/4Woodhart, 5/6DeBono/Edmends, 3/4Gittings/Hobbs, 5/6Baker 

 
8 

Sept 

8 
Parent/ Teacher 
student learning 
conferences 
3.00 – 6.45pm 
 

9 
Parent/ Teacher student 
learning conferences 
3.00 – 6.45pm 

10 
 

 

11 
District Athletics Day 

 
Assembly @ 2:55pm 

 

12 
 

Book Week Parade 
 

9 

Sept 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Whole School Prayer@ 

2:55pm 
 

Last Day of Term 3 
1.45pm finish 
 

19 
School professional 

Development Day 
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